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ADVANCED CARE ACROSS SPECIALTIES,
RIGHT HERE IN COBB.
Northside Hospital is committed to providing the best care for our patients’ specific 
needs. That’s why we offer a wide variety of services, from imaging to thoracic 
surgery and gynecologic oncology, all conveniently located in one convenient 
Marietta location. By pairing innovative technology and compassionate care with 
the power of the Northside network, we’re leading the way for a healthier Cobb.

Visit us at 780 Canton Road NE, Marietta, GA 30060.

Northside Thoracic Surgery 
Dr. G. Andrew Helms 
Suite 320 
404-252-9063 • northsidethoracicsurgery.com

Clinical Specialties Include:

Northside Cherokee Surgical Associates 
Dr. Kevin Powell 
Suite 320 
770-924-9656 • ncsurgicalassociates.com

Atlanta Gynecologic Oncology 
Dr. Gerald Feuer 
Suite 320 
404-459-1900 • atlantagynonc.com

Northside/Marietta Imaging 
Suite 230 
770-792-1234 • northside.com/locations/northside-marietta-imaging

Northside Primary Care Associates 
Dr. Steve Lammert 
Suite 405 
678-354-7780 • nsprimarycareassoc.com
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Joanne M. Thurston  
CCMS Executive Director

member since ‘01
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and get your message  
to over 2000 physicians?

Nominate yourself or a fellow CCMS 
peer for article submission. Send 
article inquiries and requests to  
joanne.thurston@cobbdoctors.org

      CCMS 
Become a

Want to Advertise
in SCRIPTS magazine

Contact Sherri Cloud at  
678-907-2912 for more info.

Spring is here and mask are off 
(most places).  After two years we 
can smile at others to acknowledge 
their presence.  I hope you are 
enjoying this new freedom.  Your 

Society is planning events and activities so we all 
can get re-acquainted.  Stay tune for the action.

The Legislature ended with a plethora of bills on 
the floor others passed.  The mental health bill 
passed but had many changes before midnight, 
everyone will get a check from the Georgia 
Department of Revenue (if you filed taxes), new 
cities are on the ballot, prior authorization of 
a prescribed medication, no scope of practice 
expansions.  Thank you to all the physicians who 
helped make this session a good one.
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Your Cobb County Medical Society was represented by a delegation of  
physicians to the Medical Association of Georgia House of Delegates.

Representing Cobb:
 

Brett Cannon, MD • Debi Dalton, MD
Dirk Huttenbach, MD • Elizabeth Street, MD

Hersh Chopra, MD • James Malcolm, MD
James Tallman, MD • Jeffrey Stone, MD

Joanne Zhu, MD • Kunal Mitra, MD
Mark Huffman, MD • Natalee Wilson, MD
Nydia Bladuell, MD • Royden Daniels, MD

Thomas E Emerson, MD • Walton Garriss, MD
 

The House of Delegates (HOD) is the Medical Association of Georgia’s (MAG)  
primary policy-making body. MAG is the voice and advocate for physicians in Georgia. 

MAG represents physicians in every specialty and practice setting.   

Discussions included topics of:
• Access to Cost-Effective Renal Replacement therapy • Universal Good Samaritan Statue

• Bundling Simultaneous Same day services • Death Certificates
• Mandatory school scoliosis screening • Physician led anesthesia care team

• Prior authorization • Pharmaceutical rebate legislation
• And many others.

Our membership is well represented by MAG leadership.  Election of Tom Emerson, 
MD as President Elect, Debi Dalton, MD as Secretary, Mark Huffman, MD as Chair-

man of the Board.  

It wasn’t all work.  Jekyll Island was a beautiful place to visit.  Friday night our 
group gathered at a restaurant to enjoy fellowship and food, Saturday afternoon golf 

was on the agenda, Saturday evening dinner on the observation deck overlooking 
the ocean was delightful.  Late Saturday night our delegation invited other delegates 

to our hospitality suite to enjoy the Braves winning the NLCS.

If you would like to participate next year the meeting it will be  
October 21-23, 2022 in Savannah, Georgia.   

Mark your calendars now! 
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Our CCMS  
President,
James R. Malcolm, MD, FACS 

member since ‘10

This month marks the beginning of 
our country opening up again and 
hopefully, returning to some nor-
malcy. There is much to be done 
and medical issues need to be at the 
forefront. Perhaps one of the best 
ways to do that is for all of us to chip 
in and do our small part contribut-
ing to a greater good. It’s always 
easier to row the boat if everyone 
grabs an oar. Recently we had the 
biggest General Session meeting in 
the history of our Society, except 
for combined meetings with Fulton 
County. Many members are propos-
ing that we reach out to adjoining 
Counties that are underrepresented 
and could benefit from the leader-
ship and organization that our Soci-
ety enjoys. Certainly, we can make a 
difference by helping our neighbor-
ing colleagues become more active.
 
The Speaker from our General Ses-
sion meeting was Dr. George Abra-
ham, the immediate past President 
of the American College of Physi-
cians. The title of his message was 
“If you’re not at the table, you are 
on the menu” was a call to action. 
He eloquently presented the prob-
lems and proposed solutions for 
some of our most pressing problems 
in the practice of medicine.
 
This fall we will have the House 
of Delegates meeting in Savannah 
where we will meet to develop res-
olutions for change. We would like 
you to join us and bring your ideas 
and proposals for resolutions but 
if you can’t join us, please forward 
your comments to Joanne so that 
another member can carry them 
forward at this venue.

Enjoy this edition of our Journal 
and have a safe and wonderful Sum-
mer with your families and friends.
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Nominate yourself or a fellow CCMS 

peer for article submission. 

Send article inquiries and requests to  

joanne.thurston@cobbdoctors.org
      CCMS 

Become a

Cobb-County-
Medical-Society SCRIPTS Magazinecobbdoctors.org

The Greater Cobb County Medical Society is comprised of  
over 2000 physician members from Cobb, Bartow, Cherokee and Fulton counties.  

Our media marketing package is designed to help you get your information directly to our members. 
We have a number of opportunities to announce your practice, advertise your business or  

place a classified ad. Please see our list of offerings below.  
For more information or to structure a package to fit your needs contact:  

Sherri Cloud @ 678-907-2912 or email sherri.cloud@cobbdoctors.org

Monthly Newsletter
Our monthly newsletter is emailed to our members at 
the first of each month. This newsletter contains monthly 
updates about the society, announces new MDs, new MD 
groups, meeting dates and legislative updates etc. There 
is also a Classified Section to list job openings, new hires 
and spaces for sale or lease. All ads are sent to us art ready 
by the 15th of each month and subject to approval of the 
administrative staff. 

Cost: $250 per ad/per month

CCMS Website
The CCMS website is available to all of our physician mem-
bers. The website contains pertinent member information 
on upcoming meetings, educational events and legislative 
updates. There is a service provider page, sponsor page, 
current events page and member page. You can purchase 
a link on our website to promote your business or services. 

Cost: $1000 per year

Quarterly Magazine - Scripts
Advertise in our quarterly Medical Journal, Scripts that is di-
rectly distributed to over  2000 physician members. (see ad 
rates).

Sponsor a CME Event
The CCMS Foundation offers CME Events for physician 
throughout the year. Sponsor a CME Event and get your 
logo on our program, link to your website and promote 
your business at our event. Also included is a 20 minute 
presentation on your business or service. 

Cost: $2500 per event

Sponsorship
Be a sponsor of CCMS and receive an annual link to our web-
site, monthly newsletter ad, invites to our quarterly member-
ship meetings, and an ad in our quarterly medical journal. 

Cost: see options below

Platinum 
$10,000 Includes your logo and link out our website, 4 tick-
ets to our quarterly membership meetings with our MDs, a 
full page ad in Scripts Medical Journal. 

Gold
$5000 - Includes your logo and link on our website, 3 tickets 
to our quarterly membership meetings where you can dis-
play your info and a half page ad in Scripts Medical Journal. 

Silver
$2500 - Includes your logo and link on our website, 2 tickets 
to our quarterly membership meetings where you can display 
your info and a quarter page ad in Scripts Medical Journal. 

Bronze
$1000 - Includes your logo and link on our website, 1 ticket 
to our quarterly membership meetings and a 1/4 page ad 
in Scripts Medical Journal. 

Email Blast
Email blast to over 2000 physician members announcing a 
new MD, MD practice or new office location. 
Cost: $500 for members   - $1000 for non members

Classified Ad in Scripts  
$250  - 1/8 page



Many of you deal with patients with substance use dis-
order or mental illness that complicate their treatment 
for medical problems. Our law enforcement community 

has the additional burden of interacting with this population on a 
regular basis, usually when there is a crisis.

Speaker David Ralston took on mental health as a priority for this 
session, which immediately escalated HB 1013 in the legislative 
process. In addition to the bill, significant dollars were added to 
the state’s budget to cover the new items anticipated in the law. 
The bill was the result of several years of meetings of the Behav-
ioral Health Reform and Innovation Commission that was put 
in place in Georgia law, with their first report published in 2021. 
The Commission has a combination of legislative representa-
tives, advocates and other stakeholders and also has a number of 
subcommittees that have met regularly.

HB 1013 is what we call an “omnibus” bill, because it was made 
up of many parts that are somewhat related and yet cover a lot of 
different issues. The bill went through the Health and Human Ser-
vices committee on the House side and a number of amendments 
were made. The bill overwhelmingly passed the House, but things 
got complicated from there. The bill as passed had some provi-
sions that were felt by many to be too broad and overreaching. The 
“Freedom Caucus” took exception to a number of parts of the bill 
and were able to generate a lot of opposition, which made it highly 
unlikely that the bill was going to pass the Senate. There was a lot 
of committee testimony both for and against the bill.

A few of us, including the “doctor caucus”, which includes Dr. Ben 
Watson, chair of the Senate Health and Human Services commit-
tee, and Dr. Dean Burke, chair of the subcommittee that heard 
the bill, and myself, worked on revising the bill after it crossed 

over to the Senate. Dr. Michelle Au as well as the attorneys in 
the Lieutenant Governor’s office worked with us to get the bill in 
shape in a form that could pass. 

The time to get the bill revised was short and the work involved 
was significant in light of the length of the bill, roughly 76 pages. 
The bill went through multiple changes to be sure that it tracked 
federal law and protected civil liberties of those with men-
tal health issues. At the end of the process, an agreement was 
reached with the House. The bill passed the Senate unanimously 
near the end of the session and was agreed on by the House short-
ly thereafter. The Governor signed the bill in a large ceremony 
and it is now law. This process was a great reminder of why it is 
important to have doctors representing at the Capitol, because 
this bill would not have passed without our input.

Let me walk you through the sections of the bill.

Section 1 – deals with mental health parity and requires that in-
surance plans that cover mental health services must treat them 
in the same way as medical/surgical claims from a payment 
standpoint. This tracks federal law and does not expand the cov-
erage mandate, which protects short-term plans, direct primary 
care, and faith-based plans. The Insurance Commissioner is in 
charge of reporting and enforcement.

Section 2 – addresses workforce needs and creates a service-can-
celable loan program for mental health professionals in under-
served areas. It also creates a database so that the state knows 
where mental health professionals are practicing, with informa-
tion to be provided at license renewal.

Section 3- deals with involuntary commitment. It does not change 
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MagMutual.com   |   800-282-4882

Medical professional liability insurance is designed to protect 
you from the “what if.” But who’s figuring out the “what”? Using 
predictive data from our extensive claims database and our 
proprietary technology we can better determine your risks. 
Understanding the likelihood of encountering your risks, what 
you can do to avoid them and what your best options are if you 
can’t, will empower your insurance buying decisions. You’ll know 
you’re getting the right coverage for you.

Surpassing the 
industry standard 

anything about inpatient commitment but creates a new grant pro-
gram for assisted outpatient treatment for “familiar faces” that cy-
cle frequently through the system. Law enforcement can transport 
people with obvious mental health issues to an emergency receiving 
facility after consultation with a physician, without making an ar-
rest if no crime has been committed.

Section 4-helps to expand accountability courts that serve the 
mental health as substance use disorder population and creates a 
funding mechanism. It also provides for five new co-responder pro-
grams in the state with funds for training.

Section 5- deals with child and adolescent behavioral health and 
coordinates care between agencies. It also requires reporting to the 
Office of Health Strategy and Coordination, which operates within 
the Governor’s office.

Section 6- extends the Behavioral Health Commission to 2025 and 
requires a study on provider reimbursement rates. It also requires 
Medicaid coverage for certain drugs used in mood disorders with 
psychotic symptoms. 

As you can see, this is a complex bill and is a large step forward for 
our state in dealing with our mental health crisis. There is much 
more work to be done. If anyone would like more detail on the bill, 
please email me at kay.kirkpatrick@senate.ga.gov.

For additional info, feel free to contact me at  
kay.kirkpatrick@senate.ga.gov or call me at 404-822-4719. 

Senator Kirkpatrick 
represents the 32nd 
District, which in-
cludes East Cobb 
and Sandy Springs. 
She serves as the 
chairman of the 
Senate Ethics Com-
mittee, and she is 
a member of the 
Senate Health and 
Human Services, In-
surance and Labor, 
and Veterans, Mili-
tary and Homeland 
Security committees. 
Senator Kirkpatrick 
is also a member of the Commission on Family Violence, 
and a legislative liaison to the Commission on the Ho-
locaust. Senator Kirkpatrick was an orthopaedic hand 
surgeon in Atlanta for over 30 years – having served as 
Resurgens Orthopaedics’ president. 

Legislative Update



The Symbiotic  
Relationship of  
Lung Cancer  
Screening and a  
Lung Nodule Clinic
By: Andrew Helms, MD, FACS, FCCP
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The care for lung cancer and cancers of the 
chest, like other cancers, is a multi specialty 
affair. Some patients with chest tumors will 
see their primary care provider, a pulmonol-
ogist, a thoracic surgeon, an oncologist, and 
a radiation oncologist. Their tumors will also 

be evaluated by a pathologist, and they may need to see a 
geneticist for genetic counseling and a nutritionist as well. 
The first step in cancer care is determining if someone has a 
cancer. Lung cancer screening and lung nodule clinic (LNC) 
are integral in finding, diagnosing and treating cancers of 
the chest quickly and efficiently. 
The first part of lung cancer screening is to effectively screen 
the patients to a high risk group. In 2011, the National Lung 
Cancer Screening Trial showed that early detection is pos-
sible with low dose chest CT (LDCT) in appropriately cho-
sen patients. In this study, 53,454 patients, age 55-74 with 
a minimum 30-pack-year history of smoking, were enrolled 
starting in 2002 at 33 centers across the U.S. and followed 
for five years. A 20% reduction in lung cancer specific mor-
tality was observed compared with chest X-ray alone in this 
trial. The reason for this significant improvement in surviv-
al is that screening with LDCT shifts the stage of diagnosis 
from late (stage III/IV) and poor prognosis to early (stage I/
II) with good prognosis. Earlier in 2022, CMS expanded the 
criteria for lung cancer screening to patients age 50 from 55 
and with a 20-pack-year history of smoking, down from 30. 
If an abnormality is found, the next course of action should 
be to refer the patient to an LNC to both expedite care and 
to minimize interventions. 
Lung cancer screening is not  just getting a chest CT and 
seeing if there are any abnormalities. If that were the case, 
many people would be found to have some abnormality and 
many unnecessary interventions would be requested. Hav-
ing lung lesions are, for most people, just a matter of time 
on Earth. The longer we are here, the more likely we are to 
have them. Not to mention, there are many abnormalities 
that can be found on chest CTs that are not lung cancer, like 
lung metastases, thymomas, esophageal cancers and medi-
astinal masses. In order to differentiate between benign and 
malignant findings, it is best to employ a team of specialists 
along with the radiologists who initially read the images. 
The LNC is a multi specialty clinic that is attended by pul-
monologists, a thoracic surgeon, medical and radiation on-
cologists, and a nurse navigator. Within this group of phy-
sicians, LDCT are reviewed, along with pertinent patient 
history, so that a further course of action can be undertaken. 
Not all abnormalities found on a LDCT need to be evaluated. 
Some abnormalities can be followed up with a new LDCT in 
a few months; some can be ignored and some may require 
further interventions (biopsy, bronchoscopy or surgery) to 
evaluate. All of these can be discussed and evaluated by the 
physicians themselves, so that any further work up can be 
done in a timely manner. 

In a traditional treatment setting, a patient may be required 
to go to multiple specialists’ offices multiple times, and usu-
ally over a few months, before treatment or treatments can 
be started. The goal of the LNC is to shorten the time from 
diagnosis to treatment by significantly reducing the number 
of clinic appointments and to minimize the number of inter-
ventions. The LNC has all the specialists available at a single 
clinic to see a patient if necessary. Not every patient in the 
LNC gets seen by every specialty, but every patient’s LDCT/
cancer is reviewed by all specialties in a tumor board type 
setting, and their workup and treatment is agreed to by ev-
eryone. Once a treatment or work up plan is determined, the 
nurse navigator makes and facilitates any further appoint-
ments and makes sure the patient knows where and when 
to go. Once a diagnosis is made, we aim to get the patient’s 
treatment (surgery, chemotherapy or radiation) started in 
no more than 14 days.  

Andrew Helms, 
MD, FACS, FCCP 
is a board certified 
thoracic surgeon 
with over a decade 
of extensive expe-
rience performing 
minimally invasive 
thoracoscopic proce-
dures including lung 
resections, decor-
tications, as well 
as robotic-assisted 
mediastinal surgery 
and esophagecto-
mies. He specializes 
in treating patients with lung cancer, empyemas, 
spontaneous pneumothorax and malignant pleural 
effusions. Dr. Helms earned his Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Aerospace Engineering with honors from 
Georgia Institute of Technology and went on to 
complete his Master of Science Degree in Aeronautics 
and Astronautics at Stanford University. As an engi-
neer, he was fascinated by surgery, which propelled 
him to become a thoracic surgeon. Dr. Helms has 
authored multiple articles that have been featured in 
The Annals of Thoracic Surgery. He is with Northside 
Thoracic Surgery. 

The Symbiotic Relationship



The Atlanta Real Estate market is continuing to expe-
rience consistent growth, which is buoyed by higher 
housing prices, a growing population and significant 
increase in jobs. Atlanta Business Chronicle states that 

Georgia ranks 4th among states experiencing the greatest in-
crease in companies looking to expand or relocate, especially in 
the tech industry. Combined with a healthy economy, growing 
population and vibrant culture, the Metro Atlanta housing mar-
ket should remain strong in 2022. 

Interest Rates and Economic Influences

Soon after Covid-19 pandemic began, the Federal Reserve reduced 
national interest rates considerably to make sure that the econ-

omy did not weaken too much while businesses closed and em-
ployees were out of work. Since that time, most businesses have 
reopened which has caused the economy to improve and inflation 
to increase. While moderate inflation is a sign of a healthy econo-
my, inflation becoming too high could cause prices to spike even 
further, which is why the Federal Reserve is soon expected to in-
crease interest rates. Interest rates have already been increasing 
and are currently just over 4.6%, which is a significant increase 
from 3.08% in 2021.  Despite the interest rate hikes, buyers are 
continuing to purchase homes at a rapid rate. Historically speak-
ing, 4.6% is still a very affordable rate.  Increased inflation and ris-
ing interest rates will give some buyers pause, but overall the me-
dian sales price in Metro Atlanta is still affordable when compared 
nationally and buyers will continue to enter the market in 2022.

2022 Real Estate Market  
Trends in Metro Atlanta 
The Underwood Team | Lynne & Leah Underwood, Ansley Real Estate 
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Housing Inventory Predictions and Trends

Even though more and more houses are being sold in each 
passing month, inventory has steadily dropped over the past 
two years. We will see an uptick in the Spring market, but 
the Metro Atlanta area is still in a low inventory status which 
always signals a sellers market.  As confidence in a post pan-
demic economy grows, we may see more inventory available 
and will bring some welcomed relief to weary buyers. As of 
now, many homeowners are choosing to remain in their ex-
isting home because of the stability of the investment as well 
as the high competition in the buying market. While home-
owners can sell their current properties for an impressive 
price, buying another home could cost more than anticipat-
ed. For homeowners looking to make a lifestyle change, this 
is a great market to sell.  Although renovated and remodeled 
houses will sell faster, bring a higher price and appeal to a 
broader market, buyers are more accepting of houses that 
are needing updates and many times will agree to an “as-is” 
sale.  Even though it is a tough market to buy, some home-
owners are still selling and choosing to rent until they can 
find the perfect house and situation to purchase.   
This leads to another trend we are experiencing in 2022. As 
inventory for houses to buy is low, the demand for rentals 
has skyrocketed. This comes at a time when a large percent-

age of millennials are entering the housing market. They 
have waited longer to purchase a home and are willing to pay 
top dollar for what they perceive as a home they intend to 
stay in for a long time. As referenced previously in regards to 
updated houses, The National Association of Realtors report 
that millennials prefer newer houses with newer technology.  
A seller tip, if you are looking to sell an older home, consider 
making cost efficient upgrades that make your home stand 
out. Understand your competition to position your home as 
the best option for a buyer. As long as the demand remains 
high between first time buyers, relocation and solid replace-
ment buyers, we will still experience limited inventory and 
prices remaining strong. 

In Conclusion 

Combined with a desirable economy, favorable climate, lo-
cal culture and cost of living, the Real Estate market in our 
area should continue to prosper. Unlike the credit boon from 
the heavy housing bubble of 2002-2005, the year 2022 is ex-
pected to be a healthy one for the housing market although 
we may see less growth in the median sales price. All in all, 
Metro Atlanta is a great place to call home! Whether you are 
thinking of selling or buying, The Underwood Team would 
love to help guide you through the process in today’s chal-
lenging market! 

2022 Real Estate Market Review

You are our trusted  
advisors in Healthcare.  
Let us be your trusted  
advisors in Real Estate. 
The Underwood Team thanks you for your dedication to serving our  
community. We would love to serve you in the process of buying or selling  
your home. Putting our clients needs first is our top priority and we can help  
you navigate through today’s competitive and fast-paced market. 

put us to work for you.

The Underwood Team
LYNNE UNDERWOOD | C. 404.583.0035 | LYNNEUNDERWOOD@ANSLEY.RECOM
LEAH UNDERWOOD | C. 770.362.9480 | LEAHUNDERWOOD@ANSLEY.RECOM

ANSLEYRE.COM | 404.480.8805 | MARIETTA OFFICE | 218 ROSWELL STREET SUITE 100, MARIETTA, GA 30060 

PROUD PARTNERS OF

All data believed to be accurate but not warranted. If you have any existing brokerage relationship, this is not intended as a solicitation. Equal housing opportunity. 



Long are the days of a three- to five-day hospital stay 
after joint replacement surgery. Have you heard the 
terms “Outpatient,” “Same-day” or “Fast-track” as-
sociated with hip and knee replacement surgery? If 

not, be ready; it is the wave of the future. Actually, it is the 
“here and now.” Developed over the past decade and spurred 
on by COVID, sending patients home within hours of a hip or 
knee replacement is quickly becoming the standard of care 
across the country. In fact, at Northside Hospital Cherokee we 
have been performing same-day discharge joint replacement 
surgery for over four years now; wherein the vast majority of 
patients, regardless of age or insurance, go home the same day 
as their surgery (of course, there are certain patients who may 
require an overnight stay).  
 So how did this transition occur that allows patients to be 
walking out of the hospital or ASC within a couple hours of sur-
gery? Do we simply wheel them outside, dump them in the car 
and say “Good luck!” No. What has happened is that we as sur-

geons and anesthetists stopped doing things to the patient that 
required them to stay for multiple days. Things that prevented 
them from being physically able to work with therapy an hour 
after surgery. These things included high blood loss requiring 
blood transfusions up to 33% of the time, now down to <1%. 
Preventing nausea by using short-acting spinal anesthesia and 
avoiding IV narcotics on the day of surgery. Controlling pain 
in multiple ways including local nerve blocks that only block 
sensation and not motor, using multimodal non-narcotic pain 
medications, utilizing peri-articular injections of local acting 
pain medications and preoperative loading with non-narcotic 
medications. Preventing postoperative hypotension by having 
patients hydrate themselves the day and night prior to surgery, 
allowing liquid oral intake up to about three hours prior to 
surgery (as opposed to the traditional eight hours). Operating 
efficiently and quickly so that patients are not in the operat-
ing for extended periods. Having consistent surgical techs and 
nurses in the OR who can help to provide for an efficient envi-

Outpatient Joint Replacement
By: Brian E. Seng, D.O. 

Arthritis and Total Joint Specialists
Northside Hospital Cherokee
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Outpatient Joint Replacement

ronment. Preoperative optimization of medical conditions 
so that when patients come to surgery they are in the best 
shape possible (What does this entail? Not enough room to 
describe here!). Preoperative education of patients so they 
are well prepared for surgery prior to the day of surgery, 
including things such as home equipment needs, postop-
erative physical therapy and postoperative prescriptions. 
Finally, having a “Care Partner” who is informed, educated 
and dedicated to helping the patient, especially in the first 
three to five days. 
  Perhaps the biggest piece, especially when performing 
this in the hospital setting, is buy-in from hospital leader-
ship to provide an environment that allows this to happen. 
Unfortunately, not all hospitals have bought in the way 
they should. It takes communication, coordination and 
a cohesive teamwork approach among multiple depart-
ments including anesthesia, preop staff, OR leadership, 
PACU RNs, recovery floor supervisors, the pharmacy de-
partment, physically therapy and surgeons to all be on the 
same page. Protocols are a must so that there is a high level 
of consistency among patient care such that staff does not 
have to wonder on an individual surgeon basis what type of 
special orders one may have for their patients. Consistency 
of care is key. 
  And finally, COVID has provided the perfect fuel to make 
everyone from surgeons to patients realize that the less 
time one spends in the hospital the better, given otherwise 
equal outcomes. “Same day discharge” joint replacement 
is here to stay and it is better for the patient, the surgeon 
and health care system as a whole. Northside Hospital 
Cherokee has helped lead the way on this journey!

Dr. Brian E. Seng 
D.O. is a fellowship 
trained hip and 
knee replacement 
specialist at  
Arthritis and Total 
Joint Specialists,  
Northside Hospital 
Cherokee.

1-855-MRI-CHOICE 
AmericanHealthImaging.com

American Health Imaging is the largest 
network of non-hospital 

imaging centers in Georgia
Our extensive network of diagnostic imaging             
centers utilizes sub-specialized radiologists and ARRT            
registered technologists to deliver the most advanced 
imaging experience in Georgia. With our broad range 
of state-of-the-art equipment, we have the capability 
to match the right technology to your patient’s specific 
needs.
• 3.0T and 1.5T high-field, wide bore MRI

• 16-slice, low-dose CT

• Stand-up MRI and Advanced Open MRI

• High-end diagnostic ultrasound (Sonography)

 
In today’s economy, financial checkups are just as vital to 
a healthy life as a yearly physical.  At Oak Tree Group, we 

take the time to sit with our clients and listen to their 
financial heartbeat, and tailor a prescription to their needs.  

Call us to schedule your checkup today.

Kelly S. Miller 
770-319-1700

kelly@theoaktreegroup.net 
www.theoaktreegroup.net 

Kelly S. Miller is registered with and offers securities through 
Kovack Securities, Inc.  Member FINRA, SIPC 

Kovack Securities Corporate Headquarters: 800-711-4078 | kovacksecurities.com 
Advisory services offered through Kovack Advisors, Inc.  The Oak Tree Group, 

Ltd. is not affiliated with Kovack Securities, Inc. or Kovack Advisors, Inc. 
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Over the years,  
we’ve interviewed dozens of CCMS physicians for our Behind the White Coat series.  

Featuring some of our most beloved MDs, doing what they like most, outside of work.  
As part of our Physician Wellness series we feel it’s vital to celebrate these hobbies and  

highlight what makes each one of our members so unique. 
Here are a few of our favorites.   

Wellstar pediatrician by day - rock star by night. 
Dr. Larry Clements and his band PARADOCS recently performed  

at the Earl Strand Theater. PARADOCS is a group of physicians and medical professionals that have been playing 
rock tunes to audiences for over 26 years. 

Current active members of the group are: 
Larry Clements, MD (Pediatrician), Joseph Havik, MD (Infectious Disease)

Alan Zuckerman, MD (Radiologist), Mike Unger, MD (Psychiatrist)
Sid Beasley (Pharmacist and Drug Rep), George Mitchell, (RN) and Donnie Adams, (RN)

WHAT IS YOUR HOBBY?

Physician  
Wellness

Musician
Larry Clements, MD
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Jennifer J. Tucker, MD  
Horseback Rider

Winemaker
David A. Rearick, DO, MBA, CPE

Woodworker 
Mark Huffman, MD

Marathon Runner
GB Espy, MD
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register at: cobbdoctors.org

Become our 
Newest 
M e m b e r
There is no requirement to live or practice in 
Cobb County to become a member of CCMS.

 CCMS 
Welcomes our 

Newest  Members 
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Jeffrey Garrett, MD

Arthritis & Total Joint Specialists

470 Northside Cherokee Blvd, Suite 160

Canton, GA 30115

770-721-9050

Brody School of Medicine

Board Certified: Orthopaedic Surgery

 

 

Karen Buhariwalla, DO

Georgia Breast Care, PC

900 Towne Lake Parkway, Suite 312

Woodstock, GA 30189

678-370-0370

Philadelphia College of  

Osteopathic Medicine

Board Certified: General Surgery

 

 

Michelle A Glasgow, MD

Atlanta Gynecologic Oncology

470 Northside Cherokee Boulevard,  

Suite 475

Canton, GA 30115

770-721-9400

Warren Alpert Medical School

Board Certified: OB/GYN

 

Alyssa Liguon, DO

North Georgia OB/GYN Specialists

900 Towne Lake Parkway, Suite 404

Woodstock, Georgia 30189

770-926-9229

Philadelphia College of  

Osteopathic Medicine

Board Eligible

Najia Lawrence, MD

North Georgia OB/GYN Specialists

900 Towne Lake Parkway, Suite 404

Woodstock, Georgia 30189

770-926-9229

Georgetown University

Board Certified: OB/GYN

 

Ester Dorzin, MD

North Georgia OB/GYN Specialists

900 Towne Lake Parkway, Suite 404

Woodstock, Georgia 30189

770-926-9229

Warren Alpert Medical School

Board Eligible

 

Brian Seng, DO

Arthritis & Total Joint Specialists

470 Northside Cherokee Blvd, Suite 160

Canton, GA 30115

770-721-9050

Kirksville College of  

Osteopathic Medicine

Board Certified: Orthopaedic Surgery



• Prescriptions Filled
• Custom Compounded 

Prescriptions
• Home Medical Equipment
• Hard-to-Find Medications
• Long Term Care Pharmacy 

www.laceydrug.com
LACEY DRUG COMPANY

4797 S. Main Street ● Acworth ● 770.974.3131
LACEY’S MARIETTA PHARMACY

790 Church Street Ext. – Ste. 210 ● Marietta ● 770.424.3131

• Personalized Medication 
Packaging

• Mastectomy Fitters on Staff
• Diabetic Shoes
• Delivery Available
• Medical Supplies now in 

Cartersville 

• Custom Compounded Medications        
• Luxury Home Medical Equipment  
• Medicare Adherence Specialists             
• Mastectomy Fitters on Staff
• Long Term Care Pharmacy 
• Diabetic Shoe Fitters on Staff 

• Hard-to-find Medications                        
• Delivery Available  
• Personalized Medication  
   Packaging       
• Lacey’s Medical Supply  
   store in Cartersville                                                                                                       

Serving the Residents of  
Cobb County for 125 years

Many Thanks to our Healthcare Heroes!
Helping others  
is your specialty.  
Helping you  
is ours.
The challenges of the medical 
profession are increasingly 
complex. Our Medical Financial 
Services provide solutions 
designed to help you achieve 
your goals.

Find out how we can help you.

Call Judson Langley  
at 770-422-4567 today.

synovus.com 

Synovus Bank, Member FDIC. 
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The Society



   

CCMS 
Quarterly  

Membership Meeting

Always in  
Good Company.
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• Orthopaedics

• Sports Medicine

• Joint Replacement

• Hand and Foot

• Limb Lengthening

• Deformity

• Physiatry

• Spine Care

• Surgery Center

• MRI

• Physical

Therapy

www.pinnacle-ortho.com

@pinnacleortho  @pinnacleortho  

Canton 770-345-5717     East Cobb 770-579-8558        Hiram 678-453-5717
Marietta 770-427-5717 Woodstock 770-926-9112



PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNIT IES

PRACTICE ACQUISIT IONEMPLOYMENT

OUR SERVICES

PHYSICIANS FIRST

Independent...Never Alone

If you value clinical independence, professional collaboration, and a drive to
improve the healthcare system through delivering comprehensive primary care,
join our community of clinicians who share these goals. Together, we can build
a partnership that benefits you and your patients.

partnership@southeastpcp.com www.southeastpcp.com

Payor Relations

Information Technology

Administration

Employee Services

Financial

Operations



TAYLOR
CARE

Trusted health partners  
know a person isn’t defined  
by a diagnosis, medical chart  
or test result.

At Wellstar, primary care providers  
like Dr. Randolph Taylor II use the power 
of preventative care to help people 
thrive through every stage of life. That 
means offering highly personalized 
care, detecting diseases before they 
begin and bringing care close to home 
through our vast network.

Here at Wellstar, we treat more 
than patients. We treat people — 
and helping those we serve live full, 
healthy lives is what physicians like  
Dr. Taylor do best.

wellstar.org/peoplecare


