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“A Bank That Believes in Our Growth”

“I'm proud that Premier NeuroSurpical Institute
has grown into one of the leading provides of
advanced dispnostics and surgical procedures
for disorders affecting the nervous system
induding the brain, spinal cord and peripheral
nerves. [o continue to offer the highest level

of medical care and pemonal attention to our
patients, we expanded our facility to include

1 state-of -the-art surgical center. Georgia
Commerce Bank understands our business and
was there to provide financing and expert advice
on expansion. If you need a bank that will

help you grow, I would recommend Georpia
Commerce Bank.”

— Viovaorar 5. Caroae, MDD, EAC.S.
Prenaer MermoStrercar Insrrrome
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Georgia Commerce Bank has seven locations in metro Atlanta.
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Stan Dysant, MD | Editor at Large
memhber since 94

am strugpling with Epic. I may always struggle with
Epic. I am not alome though: many of noy colleagnes are
desipned to caphare, analyze and disseminate medial
information to a nebwork{s) of physicians,

Thereis, however, alight at the end of the tanmel. Physicians
who are veterans of Epic report that once mastered, the
promise is that this foray into the leading-integrated suite
of health care software, available mationally, will improve
Wellstar Health System.

"Better Outcomes™ has become a mantra for healtheare
Obama’s healtheare initiative and organizations such as the
Institate for Healtheare Improvemendt.

Still, decreasing risk for our patients is critical and is a
natiomal emergency. In 2010, a Harvard study pablished in
the Mew England Journal of Medicine reported that as many
as 25 percent of our patients are harmed by medical errors.

Yes, preventable medical errors have been touted as a
leading canse of death in our hospitals, the very mstitutions
that patients are admitted to m order to stay healthy or
combat disaase.

Feasons for medical emmors are not hard to fimd, Jost ask any
b
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Imagine for a secomd performing hospital inpatient
rounds on those entrosted to vour care and being unable to
read a consultant's handwritten notes.  This consoltamt was
spacifically requested for bis or her specialized expertise in the
clinical management of vour patient, vet, becamse the notes
are illegible it is, unfortunately, all too often ignored...or even

Indeed, prior to Epic’s mstitotion, this was one of the common-
Inovdedee facks that physicians dealt with on a daily hasis,
It does not take much of a leap of faith to understand how
Tt does not take a leap of faith to understand that medication
errors have beem a source of dinical emmor forever and

ves: indecipherable physician’s orders have been a strong
contritndtor to the problem.

I does not take a leap of faith, then, to envizage that a type-
written note or order might help solve this and other issues,

Medical care is offen fragmented and opaque, in part doe to
the lack of physician networks and technology desipned to pat
every data point into one system, available to everyvome, for the
patient’s and treating physician's benefits,

Epic is that systemn and is one step in the right direction.
Wellstar's decision to ‘go live’ with this system December 1st
of 2017 was an appropriake step in the direction of improved
healthcare,

Technology has been cursed and sometimes ignored bt we
have been on an inexorable march for decades into the feld of
healtheare technology. This march »ill not end until patient
care improves, preventabls errors are - well - prevented and
information can be shared and accessed across the mamy
physicians in the network that mmst have information to
properly and expertly treat the patients that are entrosting
thiesr lives to the medical profession,

I was smiling this weekend when I was able to access data on
Deborah Frazier, an anthor in this issue, is smiling too, buat

Enjoy,
Stan Dysart, MD MBA
Editor at Large

Bea Contributor

Nominate yoursell or a fellow CCMS peer for artiele
submisston. Seml article inguivles and requests o
foanne hurston@cobibdoctorsorg
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due to the countless hours that Joanne Thurstom, executive
administrater of CCMS, has worked to make sure the society
represents our doctors well in Cobb County, Atlanta and beyond.
However, the physicians that voluntesr to lead this society have
seen the fruits of their labor produce many results aswell. Among
these resulis is a twenty percent imcrease in membership, By doctors ioviting
doctors fio join we mualtiply ourselves and expamd the areas of infloence we have in
the places we work. The PAC contributions have increased by thirbfive percent.
The swell in contributions may be due to an election year, but also an enhanced
interest in the political arena. The circulation of Scripts has increased from 1,500
to 2,000 this year, thus broadening the sphere of influence of our doctors whe
choose to publish their work in the magazine, And fmally, we had the largest
gathering of physicians in the history of the state of Georgia when Dir. Ben Carson
came to speak at ouwr anmual joint mesbing with other Atlanta area medical
doctors from arcund the state and siving input into the operations of the society
has allowed me to grow as an individoal as well as a physician. T will continue to
serve on the board to improve the quality of our society in the vears to come,

Marg Hurrsman, MD | CCMS President F
member since 1 1

20 ]_ r.’I.; President: Despina Dalton, MD

Ll Dalion is Hoard Cerlified in Pediaivics, Pediatric Emergency Medicine ana Clinical Nulrition. She speafs
English, Crreel and Spanisfhe. She is a member qf Cobb Disaster Response Team and served as 1raining Direcion
D Dalion received her MBA from George Washington Universily in Augist 2000, From June, 2011 to June, 2003
L Dalion served as Ohiclhof Stafl al WeliStar Cobb Hospital,

The “"-'.r-:'."r'u"ll'

oday’s hot topic in the news, on Facebook, in the waiting rooms,
in the hospital and the physicians’ lounge is HEALTHCARE.
Cuestions are what is covered or not covered, who is covered or not
covered, what is the cost, what are the co-pays, and how mmach is
the deductible? You don't hear “how is my physician poing to keep
practicing in this environment? The impact on sach of you will be traumatic,
I'mnot being alittle over dramatic on this issue, Physicians are now “providers,”
Your reimbursements are decreasing and new regulations are added daily, Your
medical society is advocating for YOU, the physicians, in this process. We are
joining forces with other Medical Societies, Healthcare Systems, and Specialist
Societies with the focos on allowing the Physicians to practice medicine in a
“physician fpatient relationship.” CCMS asks the questions: Is it good for the
physician? Is it good for the patient? Tt is good for medicine?

Become involved, stay aware, keep informed and be active in your
medical society.
.

Joanne M. Taurstox | COMS Executive Director
member since () 1
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Right now, doctors are performing
groundbreaking treatments.
And it’s happening at Northside Hospital.

GROUNDBREAKING RESEARCH Morthzside patients paricipate in leading-edge dinical
research in areas such as oncology, vascular surgery and internal medicing. And Northside

was the only hospital in metro Atlanta chosen as a Community Cancer Center by the National
Cancer Instituta,

GROUNDBREAKING PATIENT CARE For 16 consacutive years, Morthside has been voted
k “Most Prefemed for Overall Health Care Meads™ by metro Atlantans. Banking #1 from ER 1o
i Inpatient Stay, Outpatiant testing to Outpatient Surgary and Women's"GYN care.

= g
"I S GROUNDBREAKING ACCESS With 3 full-sarvice hospitals, 70 outpatient locations and
= R MNorthside's nationally recognized Cancer Institute network now reaching acmes Geomgia,

A4 2 | GROUNDBREAKING RESULTS Northside has the best survival rates in the country for bone
g 3 g A B y  mamxy ransplantz. Physicians hemre hdped pionesr non-invasive genatic screening, the use of
o % - ultrasound in obstetrics and have led the way with minimally invasive surgical techniques.

NORTHSIDE HOSPITAL

A Lifetime of Care Northside.com



Gel Involved,
Stay Connecled.

SCRIPTS Magarine
Crir Society's Quaarterly Journil prosides relevant soedical informatien from your
community - by Doctors, for Doctors,
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Check onl our new andd impesyed wehsite - providing correnld evienls,
doctor informatbomn and casy-o-use registrmtion jaocesses,

Cobb-County-Medical-Society
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How A FEW MINUTES COULD

HELP SAVE YOUR PATIENTS
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.

By: STEVEN L. Coren, MD
member sinee hg |

D Steven i Colen is a gradueate of the University
af Michigan and earned his Doctorate in Medicine
Jrom Emory Umiversity Medical School in Atlanta,
G He has been in practice since 1986 and is board
certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine.
He ix also a conitributing anthor of “Transforning
Health Care Through formation.™ He was
recogrized by the National Committee for Ouality
Assurance INCOA)S Bridges to Excellenee program
Jar their quality diabetes care and management.

revoawillinzgto spend afewminutes learming
s0 that vour patients and relabives with
Medicare can save hundreds to thousands
of dollars every vear? If the answer is “ves,”
vou need tovisit medicaredragsranss.org, a
website reviewed by Clark Howard.

been able to sizn up for Medicare D or
Medicare Advantage plans. Under traditiomal Medicare, the
gmmmmtdtrecﬂypavstthmwhhm&emﬂme&ul
services. In comfrast, private insurance compandes {Blas Cross,
Astna, and many others) sell Medicare D and Advantage plans
to people on Medicare, while the sovermment subsidizes the
premiums on these plans.

However choosme the best Medicare D or Advantaze plan
can be next fo impossible, In the Atlanta area one can choose
from over £ty possible plans, which cover differsnt medicines
and have different copays, premiums and dednctibles. A zouz
study showed that the average person on Medicars I who i
taking a specific zroup of medicings could save 5368 anmmally by
choosmy a different plan which covered the zame medicines and
that many people could save mmch mose than thi= This sthady
found that only 5% of people chose the least expensive plan
The savings are probably greater for those who have a Madicars

Cn www.madicare.gov you can enter your zp code and
medicines and get a report showing the estimated anowal oui-
of-pockst cost for all of the available Medicare D and Advantage
plans, Unfortunately few peopls are aware of this tool and many
older peopls on Medicare don't have the computer literacy
needed to take advantage of it

far Cuowrien 14

Az a zemeral inferpist in Anstell, Georgia, 1 ses many
peoplz who have trouble paving for their medicines. Inlate
oo12 an elderly patient came in on the verge of tears. She
was unable to pay for her food, mortzage and medicines,
50 she was going fo move in with relatives and let the bank
foreclose on her home., After seemg this, T set up a free
nonprofit educational website: medicaredmzsavings.org.
A video on the web site dears up confusing details about
Medicare and shows vou in a step-by-step fashion how to
fnd the least expensive plan which covers the medicines
which a person is taling. The Healthears Professiomals
tab has a four minute videc showing wavs to help your
patients as well as handouts vou can dovmload and gree
to your patients. The Georgia chapters of the American
Colleze of Physicians and the American Acadsimy of
Family Phyzicians, WellStar, Apollo MD, the Georgia
Council on Asms and Georpia Cares plan fo promofe
medicaredmzsavings,org,. Congressman Gingrey's. ofice
recommended it as a resoarce to the other congressional
offices i Georgta.

How mach conld this initiative help? As noted above, the
average person on Medicare D would save 5360 anoally.
Extrapolating this to the US Medicare population of 46
million people would yvield an apmual savings of Sab.g
billion, The state of Georgia subzidizes the Madicare D and
Advartaze costs for the 131,231 people who are on both
Medicare and Medicaid and alarzer group of 304,514 people
who have low incomesz, If the stafe could help these groups
fmd a less expensive plan, £360/person /vear vields an
anngal savings of 548 million for the Medicaid population
mdﬁu:mﬂ]mnhrﬁelm-umﬂumzpnpuhﬁm.ﬂ




EXCEPTIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC CARE...
NOW CLOSER TO HOME.

ORTHOATLANTA
Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine Specialists

3525 Bushee Drive, Suite 100 790 Church Street, Suite 250
- Kennesaw, GA 30144

_ Peter . ~ Josephs.
Jarrett, MD ‘Symbas, MD Willes, MD

Fayetteville Gwinnett Johns Creek

1265 Hwy 54 West = Suite 102 771 0ld Norcross Road « Snite 390 6300 Hospital Plowey » Suite 400
Fayerteville, GA 30214 Lawrenceville, GA 30046 Juhns Creek, GA 30007
p- T70-460-1000 = E770-719-1214 p. 678-057-0757 = £ G78-957-9597 P 678-205-4261 » £ 678-417-7187

Kennesaw Marietta MNewnan

3525 Busbes Drive » Suite 100 730 Church Streer = Suine 250 354 Mewnan Crossing Bypass
Kennesaw, GA 30144 Maristra, GA 30060 Snite 2060 = Kewnan, GA 30265
P TT0-EAS- 1R12 » | 404-350-0840 p. T70-635-1812 = f 404-350-0840 p. 7704604747 » £ 678-673-5102

Piedmont Stockbridge
105 Collier Road = Suite 2000 1240 Eagles Landing Plowy = Suite 300
Atlanta, GA 30309 Smckbridge, GA 30281
p. 404-352-1053 » £ 404-350-0840  p. 7705064350 « £.770-506-9860

OrthoAtlanta.com




Navigating the

Insurance Highway

INNOVATIVE
HEALTH CARE
OLLABORATIVE

WellSlar Independenl Physician Associalion

By: JEFFREY ThARP, MD) :
member sinee Q 2

D Tharp earned his Doctorate of Medicine
and completed his residency at the University
of Tennessee in Memphis. He is board certified
in internal medicine. He was recognized by
the National Commiltee for Oualily Assurance
(NCOA)'s Bridges to Excellence program for his
quality diabetes care and management. Dr: Tharp
is Chiel Medicine Division Officer for WellStar
Health Systems. He is past-president of CCMS.

5 an opporfunity to utilize the best of our local
health care resources, WellStar Health System
launched an Independent Physician Association

[Fﬁslanﬂstuhmmagmdmputunhaﬂthcaredﬂnmy‘mﬂhn[hbb,
Bartow, Cherokee, Douglas, Panlding counties, and bevond. Cver one
thmsamlphjmammum area have joined the WellStar IPA

Historically, the networking of mdependent and employed physicians and hospitals s not new. In the mid-iggo’s, the
Physician-Hospital Organizations (PHO's) were vehicles of bonding physicians and hospitals into a unified negotiating entity
with respect (primarily) to managed care contracting, The corrent concepk of the IPA's focuses more on savings throogh
improved quality, as well as operations-based cost savings. Often, regulatory and compliance concerns limited affiliations;
the IPA model and, particularly, the concept of a Clinically Integrated MNetwark [CIN) appear to have folfilled requirements

B scuirra | st Quarres 14



The IPA's objectives include improving quality by
coordinating systematic patient care models. One of the
mnstd:aﬂm:gu:gafpeutufimptmmgquﬂﬂ}rﬁmdah
collection. Quoality improvement requires good data.
Wlnleanmiegnteﬂale:t:mch&althrmdisp{m
other relevant information may be collected through
claims data. This process has been done effectively across
the nation,

Joining the WellStar IPA allows collaboration with other
community providers. Inaddition, IPA group purchasing
medlmmsmludtnmstsamgﬁ,m&mh{ﬂnp
in the WellStar IPA results in eligibility to see patients

One of the earliest 2013 initiatives of the WellStar
IPA has been to advance the formation of a Clindcally
Integrated Metwork (CIMN). The CIN can serve as a
collaboration between private practice and emploved
physicians as well as hospitals to develop “home grown”
initiatives which improve the quality and efficiency of
how we deliver care, locally. For these initiatives to be
successful, the network members have a high desree of
cooperation and interdependence, and the CIN systems
managed care contracting to accelerate improvements in
health care delivery.

The mechanics of the network inclade identification and
adoption of “best practice” treatment plans, development
of monitoring of outcomes data, collaboration with
WellStar Health System fo improve processes of care,
and participation in confractual arrangements that
financially recopnize the physicians’ efforts fo improve
guality and efficiency. Some potential metrics include:
chronic disease management, care episode management,
generic dmg use, patient satisfaction, and improved
communication among specialties for care coordination.

The IPA has partnered with Provista Group Purchasing
Crganization to provide cost savings, better service, and
12-15% sawings are expected to be realized im supply
&mmmmﬂhﬂdm&muﬂ'ﬂemﬁsaﬂ
surgical supplies to office and practice
administration (which would inchode compater systems and
farndbure),

The physician leadership of the WellStar IPA is divided
the “Board of Participant Fepresentatives,” with Dr. Arif
A7z cerving as chairman, and Dr. Barry Mangel serving
a5 vice-chaitman. Cuarterly education sessions are held
at mmltiple locations in the area to provide information on
products and services for IPA providers and office staffs,
Mewsletters have also been distributed to the participants.

Memberzhip eligibility requires a physician to have
aﬂnntl:ngptwﬂag&{mgpmlﬁanﬂmgjurtnhmawntm
relationship with another MD with admitting privileses at
one of the frre WellStar Hospitals, Members relationships
with other health systemes are requited to be free of condlicts
of interest. For more information please contact Doug
Harvill, Dir. IPA Ops. at gro-f44-oa7r (dougharvillia
wellstar.org) or Cindy Toler, Mgr, Provider Relations at
47o-644-0175 (cindy.toler@wellstar.org). ©F

OAK TREE GROUP

Jenanctal strategies

In today’s economy, financal checkups
are just &5 vital to a healthy life as & yearly physical
At Oak Tree Group, we tike the ime to
glt with cur clents and Hsten to thelr financial heartheat.
Call us to schedule your chedoup today.

Kelly S. Miller

770-319-1700
kmiller@resourcehorizons.com

Securities offered through
Resource Horizons Group, LI1.C.
Member FINRA, SIPC
Advisory Services offered through
Resource Horizons Investment Advisory
1350 Chuarch Street, Ext. NE, 3rd Floor
Marietta, GA 30060

RESPIRATORY
CCIHSU LI&NTS

E & K ©

wﬁ!E'f‘fﬁfmﬂ Fleep1s wor st & Prean

At Respiratory Carsultants of Geargla our Skeep Centar

= raficnaly accrad ited by the Amercan Academy of
Sleap Madicima, Qur physicians and clinical staff usa their
expertise and the latest echnology ta ensure the proper
diasgreasis and treatment opticns to get you sleeping batter
ard fealing mare enangized and rested throughout the day.

Suzetts A Chin, M.D., EC.C.P.

Timothy J. Lin, M.D.,. ECCP.
Melissa Bruce Rhodes, M.D., FC.C.R.

CARTERSVILLE LOCATION & SLEEF CENTER
21 Pointe North Drive, Cartersville, GA 30120
OFFICE: (678) TX1-0705

FOR MORE INFORMATION M SLEEP DISORDERS
¥ISIT BREATHIMGBETTER.ORG




WALKING DoOwN
THE RISKY CORRIDOR
OF OBAMACARE

fer. Judson Hill

Sermade Finanee Oommittes, th

SETENS (LY

Task  Foree  Hy

e ineludes

represents  the  j2nd

portions af Cobb

ver the past few months, we have heard many
ing stories about health care in Georgia: good
doctors leaving practices, morses being pressured to
foous oo quantity over quality and office staff becoming
overwhelmed by new insurance requitements, Unforbmately, I'm
afraid stories like thess will only become more common.
The commicn denominetor is the contired implementation of a
federal health care reform plan that i= excesding all epectations,
and not i a good way. F'm not sure even former Speaker Mancy
Pelosi realized the exireme adverse consequences of this lesislation
when she told America they needed to pass the Bill to learn whak's
init, This is not to say that the consemquences of Ohamacare were
never intended by its authors,
When President Thama signed the Affordable Care Act [ACA) info
lawrin 2040, e publichy praised Congress for their efforts to provide
et L eneill icki - S e
a meed to control costs, And that's not all. Individuals who enrolled
Program (PCIF) were thanked with, not lower, but higher out-of-
pocket exqpenses - up to a $6,000 increase for in-network physician
services phus an merease to S10,000 for out-of-nebwork services,
The PCIF is not really affordable for most individuals,
Eﬂ:mnﬁmhﬁbﬂmﬂigmﬂ!ﬂﬂl}mﬂmmﬂﬂm
omprise to conservatives. To counter some of the bigger
pdi:.l:ﬂ]pnl:hnﬂ.ﬂ]lﬁelm President Chama is nowandlaterally
changimg the ACS withot required Congressional aathority, He is
intertionally ciroumrenting the Constitutional checks and balanees
that were established to protect cor personal Ebertses,
Fecently the Obama White Honse proposed a one-year extension
of omrent health msarance policies with the hope that state
insurance commissioners and insurance compamndies will reinstate
the millions of canceled policies. These palicies that Chama wants
to temporarily extend =il violate Ohamacare and will be cancelled
at the end of 2014, Most of the people cancelled are young and
healthy which pats the financial sostamability of meny msarance
companies at risk simee TSUHTE MOTS SXPEnsive
healthcare, Obama's short-term political i actually canses
greater problems and adversely affects millions of Americans, Mamy
now believe the ACA's indirect intent is to pat micst private insmmemee
comparies ot of asness, forcing Americans into a governmend-rom
single provider healtheare program, like Medicaid,

10 =cripTy | l=T (FUARTEE “14

Chairman  of the Georgla
Cobl and Fulton County
Legislafive Delegations and a nafonal legislative Healthoar
Senate

ared  Fulton  eounties.

Dhistrict

Another comsequence of Chamacare is its increased price
tag for State Medicaid plans. So far it has cost Georpia tax-
payers more than $150 million, Next vear Georgia is esti-
mated to pay an additional $150 million to finance Med-
icaid's pew federal insurance premium taxes, increased
Medicaid enrollment, added provisions for teachers and
reimbursement rates. Georgia's Medicaid enrollment has
always been below the national average; however, Obam-
acare’s mandates are now expected to increase Georgia's
Medicaid population over 2o percent in the mext six vears,
with corresponding cost escalations.

For a limited time pericd, ending 2014, Medicaid
reimbursements for primary care physicians will increase
dmustimpermm%mdaﬂkﬁﬁhmem
deserve to be paid fairly for their services, These higher
pavments, however, only last 24 months and are paid with
moneywe donot have, When 2014 comes to a close the momey
muns out and thess physician reimbursements will probably
be lowered to “traditional” levels. Then it will be even more
dithmalt for patients to find doctors whowill take Medicaid and
for hospitals to absorb the additional expense of many more
patients in their Emergency Booms, B's rather insidions that
the White House is offering this temporary money to doctors
with the full Inowledge that the money comes with another
promise the povernment does not intend to keep.

The mesmerizing Obamacare promdise of “affordable,
gquality health care for all” comes at a tremendous cost.
Eﬁmmwnmdmaipmfemma]sareimvmgtheﬁeﬂ,aui

forced to choose between keeping people employed, catting

" bours or closing their doors, The fmancial,
bosiness and industry expense of Obamacare have risen
estimates for the *un-Affordable” Care Act was a price tag
American’s coald not afford to pay, the real cost is even
higher. Withoot quick action accessible and affordable
healthearewill end and with it healtheare as welmow it, Now
is the time to renew our resolve to repeal Obamacare and to
aggressively support the numerous conservative healtheare
reform solutions to truly bring patient-physician-centered



go down the slopes.

l e | Acworth 678.213.5717 Canton 770.345.5717 | Marietta 7704275717

p INNACIC | .ccirosum03 | Dovgisvile 7705498558 | Pautding 770.445 5666
orthopaediCs | Brookstone 7702188800 | East Cobb770.579.8558 | Waodstock 7709269112

As orthopaedic surgeons, we understand bone and joint health problems are among the most prevalent
and debilitating health chalienges which people face. We are dedicated to helping patieniz regain their
mobility, reduce their pain, reclaim their freedom and do what they love at every stage of life. Each year,
through excellent orthopaedic care we have helped turn literally thousands of | CANTs into MOW | CANs!
For more information on our locations and services please go to WWw.pinnaole-ortho.ocom.



FUTURE OF HEALTHCARE
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

By: DEnoran Frazier

do the Affordable Care Act,
Use, HITECH, HIPAA ACD's, and Pay-for-

Performance all have in common? Answer: They

are all dependent on the efficiency of the network
Mozt people in the healtheare field think of the nebtwork
infrastmsture as the necessary evil, but in the very near future
it will be considered a necessary tool for doctors to get paid,
receive referrals, and improve coteomes,

Healtheare Information Technology is something to embrace,
not fear, With the right plan you wall feel empowered and in
conirol of the outcome for your practice. However, the timelme
to have evervihing implemented is two vears, 2026 is the fnal
stage of Meaningful Tze 5's implementation, Af thiz point the
government’s Wision is to have every practice and hospital in the
nation connected through Private, Regional, State, and Federal
Health Information Frechanges (HIE), 5o what should vou do
over the next fewvears to get prepared?

o Start Planning NOW

Similar to the physician unemplovment rates, IT support pro-
feszionals have a 1% unemplovment rate across the nation
Cnit of that 1% there are only a slight fraction who have experi-
ence in Healtheare IT,  If yom alizn yourself swith the correct
resources now you will have a predictable plan moving for-
ward, If vou wait, those same resources will liksly be strained
and unavaidable,

o Get HIPAA Compliant

The fimal goal of the zovernment is to have evervone's records
connected. For this reason every coverad entity and business
associate must be HIPAA Cmnibus Compliant, You must min
a complete Pisk Assessment of vour environment, which in-
cludes 2013 HIPAA Omnibus Privacy & Security PD]JE:I.EE and
Procedures, Worldoree Training, Network review of Adnin-
iztrative Technical | Physical Safeguards, Vulnerability Tast,
Business Aszociate Check, and a Femediation Plan. I vou
have not satizfied these requirements i is imperative to do so0
promptly. The andits and enforcements have besun and are

TAmping up.
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HearTi IT Saves ManAGER

o Review Your Software

IMany Elecironic *edical Fecord companies are going ot
of business right now becanse they cannot afford to mest
the Meaningful Use 2 requirements. aks sure vour
EME provider has the financial wherewithal to mest the
increasing demands,

Review How You

Use Your Technology
Hardware is cheap. The most important thing is to think
through how vou are securing and utilizing vour data.
Here are zome mistakes that have cansed exdraordinary
dovwntime for the practice:
a. Using old technology that does not work wwell vwith new
software applications
b, Cme point of failare
¢, Wrong bandwidth for practice neads
d. Using anfiqaated software that doss not meet omrend demands
2. Using home equipment for business purposes
f. Pafched Togzether Nebwork Flan — Fidng the symptoms
rather than understanding the root canse

o Review Your Vendors

Simply signing a business associate agresment is mot
enouzh anymore. Under the new HIPAA Ommnibus vou
are required fo verify that they are HIPAA Compliant and
ther subcomiractors, who have access to vour PHI, are
HIFAA Compliant. Here are a few simple hinfs to get
started: Ask o see a copy of their 2013 Privacy & Secu-
ity policies and procedares; Ask random questions from
the Adminiztrative, Technical. and Phy=ical safezuards; If
they have problems answering these guestions, then do
not do business with them. How can they protect vour
practice if they don't understand or refuss to follow the
privacy laws? ?

This article is part of 2 series covering the fuhare of Hezltheare
Techmolopy in 2014 We will be focusing in on these same sub-
jects throughout the year. In the meantime, emember Health-
care IT will be wour most valuzble tool in the famre i vou
design it right from the bepmning,



| L.ong Term
t_l" Care Insurance

[ 3
' By: KELey Minres, AAMS - OAg TheEE GrRoOUP FINANCIAL STRATEGIES

ong term care is not just an issue that affects older

Americans. It is very specific and personal to sach

1z and can affect us and cur families differently,

With the medical field making advances on

dizeases we are living longer, The longer we live the likelier
we are to need someons to help take care of us,

Statishically at least 70% of the people over the age of 65 wall
naadl-::ngtamcare services, (Medicare & You, Matonal
Medicare Handbook, Centers for Medicars and IMedicwd
Services Movember oouz). The average life expectancy after an
Alrheimer's disease diagnosis over the age of 65 i= four fo eight
vears. [Alheimer's Disease Facts and Fgures, Alzheimer's
Assoczation March 201z,

Long term care covers a wide range of supportive services,
provided tothose who are not able to care for themsslves, due
to a chronic dllness, disability or severe copnitive impanment
whete services are expected to last at least 9o days,

What #s vour plan? I you or vour pariner had an ex-
tended care event now or in the fubure, what is your
plan? What is vour strategy? Where will your support
come from: family; friends; local resources? How wall
vou pay for it? Carrent ncome; savings; retitement sav-
ings: other assets?

There are nmltipls Long Term Cars Insurance solutions
to consider. There is not one sohition for everyvone,

Traditional Long Term Care Insurance can be a practical
and cost-effective way to help pay for serices, For many
individuals, 20 years of premium payment=s can equal the
cost of stemonths m a norsing home, The policies may cover
vou or may be offered as a shared policy with your spouse.

Linked Bensfit Policies provide a convendent way to
combine life and long term care msurance mto a single
pokicy. A Linked Benefit policy wall create an immediate
death benefit for vour bensficiaries and a pool of money
to reimburse expenses for covered lomg term care
needs. With these policies, the amount of money vour
bensficiaries stand to inherit is reduced by the amount of
money used for long term care expensaz.

Life Insurance with an Accelerated Benefit Fider for
Long Term Care Services 15 a way to access a significant
parct of your life insurance death benefit while alive to
assist with your long term care expenses.

There are several factors to review when considering
Lomg Term Care Insuranca:

There are 6 basic
Activities of Daily Living (ADL):
Dressing, Eating, Bathing,

Toileting, Transferring & Continence.
Whether the result of an accident, stroke,
dementia or other chronic illness ‘condition - if

a person is unable to perform two or more of

these activities, they may need long-term care.

Long term cars is not just for parsing homes, It can occur

in a variety nfseﬁmg:andmchmgn over time, It may
ctart at the patient’s home with unskilled care from family

The benefit amount: how mmch the policy will pay per
day/month for care.

The benefit period: how many vears of care you receive
with the massmum daily monthly bensft,

The elimination period: how mamy days of care you need

to pay for before the policywall start providing a benefit,
Dioes the policy cover home care? Does the policy offer
inflation protection? Each factor has its own cost and
will affect the overall cost of vour policy. By considering
vour needs and the money you want to spend you can
find a policy for vou.

As with all planning - now is the time to plan. Your
current age and health are factored into the cost and w31l
determine if vou qualify for a policy, With the wide range
of potential solutions and the expectation of need, do not
delay in creating vour own Long Term Care plamn. H

and frisnds and then melude skilled morsing and E’n"EEl‘L‘I.Ii].h
the need for an as=isted living facility.

Once the msured person has met the eligihdity of ther
confract, the policy will pay a daily/monthly preset amount
towards their care, Benefits will continue for the length
of the policy or unfil the person no longer needs care.
There are policies available that will cover home and
commumity-based care services, including physical speach.
ocrupational therapists, home health aides, wisiting mmrzes,
adult day care and hospice care, Some policies even cover
care provided by the family or friends while the person lives
at home. Payment is usnally made to the insured but can
ke redirected.
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WHAT MADE YOU
Qnr:--‘nr‘ Tl PRACTICE MEDICINE?
After spending three vears and three summers m Chemical
Engineering and finding out that my job openings when I
fmizhed would be either in Sandi Arabia ar Venemiela, I took
Zoology 101, andited Zoology 102 and applied to Medical School.

YWHAT 1S ONE OF YOUR GREATEST MEDICAL
ACCOMPLISHMENTS?

Prezident of the North American Clinical Dermatological
Society for three years — we met internationally and during
my [tennre] we met in China, Ireland and Austria. We
presented rezearch papers in coordination with the best
dermatologist in each of these counfries — it was exciting,
informative and something that I was very prond of -I was
a member from 1066 to the prezent time.

YWHAT DO YOI THINE 1T TAKES TO BECOME
SUCCESSFUL TN TOUR FIELD?

15t: Dedication to making a difference and striving to
be as knowledzeable in vour field az possible — mine
being Dermatology.

ond: Love the imteraction between vou and vour patients.
ard: Hard work never hurt anvbody.

4th: People who work with vou should be as dedicated
to the care of patients as vou are.

WHAT noRs CCMS STAND FOR AND
WHAT THIES TT PROVIDE FOR YOUT COMMUNTTY?

CCMS has historically produced outstanding clinical
phy=icians who have been interested in the best
treatment of their patients, no matter what that required.
These people have been leaders and participants in the
financial, political, cultural, and scholastic advancements
of our county.

WHAT DREW TOU TO
PRACTICE TN THIS AREAT
On a vacation trip from Wew Orleans I stopped to visit

Dr. Goodman Espy and met Dr. Lou Fortson, who both
influenced me greatly in deciding to come to Cobb County.

MOW THAT YOU ARE RETIRED, HOW DO YOU PLAN
TO SPEND THE EXTRA TIMEY

I am now retired for 68 days and I do not know how I
[ever] worked. T am busy constantly with one project or
another and I can truly say that at no time in these 68
days have I ever been bored.

| am CCMS

Doxey Retires

D, Doxeyv is the founder and medical divector of
Marietta Dermatology & The Skin Cancer Center and
has been caring for his patisnts for over 43 vears. I,
Droxey began as a one-man show taking call 24/7 and
caring for the dermatolozy needs of patients, He has
since grown to thres locations (West Cobb, Canton &
the main campus in Marietta) with 11 Physicians, 7
Physician Assistants, 33 Medical Assistants and owver
100 staff members,

Dr. Doxey graduated with honors from Louisiana
Medical School in 1562, completed his internship at
Calmoll Maval Hespital in 1963 and attended flight
surgery school for 6 months in Pensacola before the
marine ¢orps. After serving with the First Marine
Erigade in Vielnam as a flight surgeon, Dr. Doxey
completed his dermatology residency at Tulane
University in 1970, Doxey started his medical practice
in Marietta shortly thereafter, and became the founding
partner of what has now grown to be the largest private
practice dermatology group in the state of Georgia. T,
Droxey has held the hizgh distinction of being one of the
very few dermafologists to hold the position of Chisf of
Staff of a major medical center, serving as Chief of Staff
for Fennestone Hospital in 1986, An active member of
the Atlanta Dermatology Association, Dr, Doxey served
as President of the Atlanta Dermatology Association
(128c) and was the President of the Morth American
Clinical Dermatologic Socety (MACDS) from zoob-
2007, as well. I, Doxey is also an achive member of
the Georgia Society of Dermatologists,

In addition to his many contribations to the medical
commuanity, Dr. Deoxey has shown the spimit of
volunteerism in the Marietta commmnity, as well,
through bis forty-vear association with the Fotary Club,
Lynn Pavnehas been Dr, Dosey's MLA for over thirby-bwo
vears. “He is the sole reason that anvone in our practice
is fortunate spough to enjov the rewarding careers
that we do,” Payne states, “his vision, his compassion,
hiz care for others and his desire to provids excellent
medical care have been the foundation for an exdremely
successiuol medical career,” Dt Doxey has often been
referred to as the “Patch Adams" of dermatology. Ttis
evident that he cares for his patients, staff and peers
and empowers the team he created fo help represent
him and his core values, regarding patient care,

Dr. Doxey's smile will be missed n the halls and
waiting rooms of Marietta Dermatology and the Skin
Cancer Center as well as in the lives of his patients and
their families, ?
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UPDATE ON
GEORGIA’S

TELEMEDICINE

RULES

By: Joun S AnTAaLs, MD

5 a member of the Georgia Medical Board, we
are tasked to perform several duties. One of
them is to create mles of govemance for medical
practice, Ih&rulﬁmﬂuﬂﬂsuhrenmttupc&
as prumphm pain medication use, pain
licenses, institubional lcensure, and
telemedicine, These are written, reviewed, sent out for public
and physician feedback, rewritten, and then submitted as part
of the Georgia Code,
The topic of my discussion is telemedicine, or telehealth. This
is the application of information techmology corrently,
and includes:

o Store and Forward

Obtaining medical data and then transmitting this data
to a physician for evaluation. It is used in radiology,
dermatology, and pathology.

o Remote Monitoring
This enables practitioners to monitor patients away from a
health care facility. It is used to manage chronic diseases,
such as heart disease, diabetes, and COPD.

o Interactive Telemedicine
Most commonly thought of when it comes to telemedicine.
It is the real time interaction between patient and physician.

16 =cripTY | l=T (FUARTEE “14

With the explosion of information and telecommunication
technology through telemedicine, patients and plyvsicians have
the increased ability to access health care with the potential to
lower costs and improve the quality of care. Stadies have already
found this to be troe n roral and underserved areas, in addition
1o lives saved in critical care and emergency sitoations,

As with any new technology there was opportunity for tele-
health companies to start up overnight and begin practicing
in communities in Georgia. Some companies were legitimate,
However, some were based out of state without any Georgia
comnections, or had no direct physician-based fmolement
within the commumndty they were serving, which left patients
without anyone to contact if and when treatments went awry.
Dqﬁamgnﬂ:eﬁmabﬁmlﬂmddmidﬂmﬂnehﬂh
be certain fandamental medical practice principles m telemedicine
hmmﬂrquﬁtyimauisaﬂfdﬁmam

The mles on the Georgia Medical Board website are labeled
*Practice Through Electronic or Ciher Soch Means” @ gbo-
3.07. The rales are based on the premdise that telemedicine,
when used, must maintain the physician-patient relationship,
The term “practitioner” in the mles means physicians, physi-
cian assistants, and nurse practitioners,
Eﬁ'pumtsmtherulﬁmdmlethaia]ltmahmntsanﬂfnrcm—
saltations must be done by a practitioner licensed in Georgia.
A history mmst also be available to the treating practitioner
who is using telemedicine, There mmst also be complete doca-
mentation of the encounter with a copy available to the refer-
ring physician, when requoired.



It is also very important to the Board that the patient has
access to the treating telemedicine practitioner, The patient
mast be given the name, credentials, and emergency contact
information of the practitioner, The only exception is when the
patient is in the prison system, In addition, there muast be ap-
propriate follow-up given by the telemedicine practitioner if
there is need for emergency care related to treatment. Finally,
the practitioner must make an effort to see the patient for a
follow up at least once a vear.

For a physician to delegate a purse practitioner, or to
supervise a physician assistant in telemedicime, the physician
st showr that it §s within the extender’s scope of practics and
that the extender has demonstrated competency with the use
of telemedicine, This situation is often seen at a public health
facility, public school nurse, commumity mental health center,
ete. Once the parse has established a medical relationship
with the patient in ope of these facilities, a ourse can use
telemedicine to access a licensed extender who is their equal,
or a superior, such as a physician.

Other points to note in the males state that telemedicine rales
do not preclude the anthorization of controlled substances for
treatment of pain or chronic pain, These rules are in g6o-3-
.0, These rules also do not probibit any other diagnostic tests
oatside of telemedicine from being done in order to make a
3 .

But I believe the most important mle is that the practitioner
using telemedicine will be held to the same standard as those
treating patients in the more traditional method of medical

Roy G. Thurston

is a Commercial System Designer
with over 40 years of experience
in the electronics, fire and

security industry.
Contact him directly to
create a system for your
business or home.

E: rayEfleet

P: 770.85

woodsecurity.com
6.5520

care, Failure to conform to the standard of care as the
traditional method will subject the telemedicine practitioner
to disciplinary action by the Georgia Medical Board.

To close, telemedicine offers multiple options of medical
care delivery, It holds great promise to increase access and
lower costs, and saves lives - especially in the underserved
and rural areas of Georgia. If we are not careful, it
also presenmts an opportumity to those who may use
unscrupulously. The Georgia Medical Ecard created these
males with one purpose in mind. This was to make sure that
the citizens of Georgia are protected when this technology
isused. As vou may note throughout the rales, the patient-
physician (practitioner] relationship is paramount and
must be maintained thruug]mut diagnosis and freatment,
including the aftercare. £
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Behind the
White Coat

3 bEIS medmme and uman anator my
! inters tuher “Ituu‘l:my
and] would

ule of plaving sports, Hnwﬁla‘, 1 5];5:[& of her passion
for music, medicine remained at the forefront of Bi-
lotta’s aspirations, “The piano and singing were more
of a hobby, not a possible career choice for me.”
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Jessica Birorra, MD
t'ﬂt'Tl!llJEl!" m 12

N
“I can remember long hours of piano
practice... I think this discipline has
reached other areas of my life as well.
I don’t give up easily when I want to
accomplish something.’

Know A CCMS DOCTOR WITH AN INTERESTING HOBBY?
please send reconmunendations to joanne thurston@caobbdoctors.org
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What to
LLook For In
Making Your

Med-Mal Decision

By: JOE YWiLsoN, Jn

Wilsonr, Jr, M.D,
MagMutual Insurance Company, the
malpractice  insurer;

Joseph 5
empoipering  plysicians

resourees and unriveled claims defense

5 both a physician and chairman
and chief executive officer of a
compamy, [ cam appreciate
many physicians  undoobtedly
experience when faced with the
taﬁknfnhmgaprm-ldﬂfur

honest: Most physicians wouald pmbabl:.r prefer to spend
as little time as possible contemplating the possibility of
that emotion. But in my role as CEC of MagPataal, T kmow
just how important i is for physicians to make an informed
chiice for medical professiomal Hability (MPL) coverage.
For starters, I'd like to stress that medical malpractice
insurance is not just a commedity, and not all MPL carriers
are created equal. Unforbunately, many physicians may not
in a lawsuit. Irondcally, the quality of coverage provided by
yvour MPL palicy is not unlike the concept of quality care in
the medical profession. As physicians, we appreciate that
not all practitioners are equally skilled, When we are in need
of medical care for ourselves or cur families, we instinctively
seck the most qualified and highly-resarded physician
known to us. Physicians should exercize the same degree of
due diligence when seeking MPL coverage.

When choosing an insurance carrier there are a pomber of
factors that physicians should take into consideration, some
ofwhich should be fairdy intuitive. For example, youTlwant to
align vourself with a company that has the financial strength
to pay setflements or judgments against its policvholders
when required Mamy Cobb County physicians will
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recall the failure of an MPL carrier in the go's, leaving them
without coverage for claims. And, of course, at the risk of
stating the obvious, physicians shouald look for an insurer
that has an nulslanﬂmg track record of defending its
policyholders. Physicians will also want to look for carriers
that provide a robust suite of risk management and patient
safety resources, including accredited CME courses.

There are, however, certain considerations that might
not be guite so intuitive, One such consideration is an
extremely important but often overlocked item knmown as
"consent to settle.” Simply put, a “consent to settle” clanse
documents that the insurance carrier will take om your
defense unless yvou decide to setile a claim based om its
merits. However, not every MPL policy inclodes a "consent
to settle” clanse, and many physicians have been surprised
to find that their insurance companies have settled claims
on their behalf withouat their knowledpe, This clanse will
provide you with some peace of mind in that you will have
a chancs to provide your input and have access to a lawyer
to make sure you make an informed decision.

I wold also like to address the concept of mediation as
it pertains to the settlement of medical malpractice claims
putside the litigation process. A recent article in this
publication provided a useful explanation of the mediation
process. However, physicians should be aware that there
are potential downsides to mediation.

By definition, the concept of mediation implies an
anticipated compromise between two parties. Inm the
ad]mﬂ:cahunnfmalpu:hneda:ms this often means that
both the claimant and the physician will “give a little®
with respect to an ultimate financial settlement, I both
claimant and physician agree that a medical injury should
be compensated, mediation can play a wuseful role in
determining a2 mufually acceptable financial settlement.



However, if a claim appears to be exaggerated
or without foundation, the physician is entitled to
defend his or her actions and should not antomati-
cally feel compelled to settle, The physician should
understand that by agreeing to mediation, it is likely
that some level of compensation will be required,
and that even if there's no formal admission of negli-
gence the settlement will still nesd to be reported to
the Mational Practitioner Data Bank and state com-
posite board.

Physicians seeking employvment should consider
what kind of MPL protection is favored by the
prospective employer. Some instibutions incentivize
employment by providing basic coverage which
the physician may supplement at his or her own
discretion, In other situnations, the emplover simply
nepotiates premium rates on the physician’s behalf.
With respect to “consent to settle,” it is also worth
noting that with hospitals or large practices, consent
to settle often resides with the entity and not with
the individual emploved physician.

Whilemm]rph}rﬂmns mﬂj"dIE&ﬂ.ﬂlEpIﬂﬂEEﬂf
securing medical malpractice coverage, it is well
worth the time to make an informed decision. It is
mylmpeﬂut ﬂh;ﬂﬁmhasmwedas a useful

0 DLASTIC @)
SURGERY o
(ENTER

OF THE SOUTH & Avnony Musana & MDD

COSMETIC AND PLASTIC SURGERY

e Lodast n Cotmees B Rocortinac v Sungahyr

= Lg% Erschosoorss Sungny s Focn & Nock LR

= Lasor Hor Rormowal o Pyl B Bcow LR

= Pl & L0g Wi Tnbcterind = (D Pl

= Mg & For Sunpiy = Turmiy Buck

= Begwt L. Enicrgarmont & Bocuction  » Lipcauciion

= iyl Sin BadAcenfon * Fngncing Pelionin
Sote-of-fhe-Al Office Opasating Room

770.421.1242

120 Vann Streel - Suile 150 - Marieita, GA
www. plasticeurgeryoenterofthesoulh.nel
Cortifiod Uy Al Aurwesrican Bosnd of Plastic Siegery « Licoise Boo0i a1 5%

B e e T A I

Defending our Georgia

owners for more than 30 years

Founded by Georgia physicians,
we know how to protect you

* Tha bast Georgia attomeys

= (Ge0rgie pesr physician claims raview
* Induetry leading Patient Safaty

s Doctor2Coctor® pear support

= Corsistant dividends’

Cawrars Cincle® wands program

Medical malpractice insurance
for Georgia physicians

Call B00-262-4882 or
visit MaghMutual.com

£3 MagMutual’

Tirend mMisgdicire gagerrwed
Tid Eanl Jadnbg

™ i 3 T b - Déxcian Sircs
Incapiion, WikG R = i 151 50 rrelicn in deichensdaria o poiloshakdsn,
i e masd e ved e R by VBUG Buiul reorenes: Coeparg end i sifimimn.

70,424 3191

= Prescripticns Filled = Bersonakized Medication
= Custom Compoandad z
Prascriphions B, 7 Fitters o Staff
» Homee Madical Equipment
= Hard-te-Find IMedications » Dralivery Availahia
= Long Term Care Pharmacy » S25 Flu Shots

Cobb County’s Pharmacy since 1895




hetired

By: WarTer M. Licon, MD

member since

‘68

of CObD

SICI(HZS

Betired Physicians of Cobb Group is afffiated

and venme selection and are handled
by vour Medical Society. Elipibility to attend this so-
cial event is open to anyone who is interested.

We met December grd, 2013 at the Maristta Country Chab,
mmmmmﬁmmm
their wives and several widows, All of the retired
were male. This pointed out the changes in our cultore and so-
ciety, as we have more female practicing Physicians now.

Another indication of this change was incloded in the dis-
cnssion. The Awcliary, which was composed of spouses, is
now officially disbanded. We were informed that records for
the Amxiliary dating back to 1905 (the date of the founding of
our Society) have been donated to Eenmesaw University for
preservation and poblic display. I anyone has pictures, files,
notes, etc on the past activities of CCMS and/or the Anxiliary
please consider giving it to ESU for archiving, This informa-
tion was presented to our meeting by Bebe Meadows, the
widow of the founder of this Group.

We were reminded that this meeting offered a unique op-
portunity for all to renew ouwr memories, The following quote
WA Fiven:
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“Life iz short, and we do not have mooch #me to gladden the
hearts of those who travel with us, so be quick to love and
make haste to be kind,” - Henri Fraderic Amiel (1821 —1881)
The only death to report for this year was Dr. Tom Cooper,
D, Talbert Williams and Dr. Eugene Harley gave their re-
membrances of their pariner, Dr, John Harbor, noting that
he came here from Philadelphia [I'-:Eﬂﬁﬂﬂppi}.'ﬂqrhth
had praize for his wonderful clinical skills and his addstion
to their combined enjoyvment of the practice of medicine,
Your Medical Society is fortunate to have the leader-
ship in the fromt office. Through it we hosted the largest
gathering of physicians in the history of Georgia when Dr.
EBenjamin Carson spoke to the combined CCMS and the
Aflanta Medical Azzociation. We can also boast that we are
unique in that we have our own Political Action Commit-
tee. Eetired physicians are urged to become active in the
PAC, our profession depends on it. We were also asked to
cmmimhﬂnga“ﬂpaahar“atmmnmtjrmtuuiu—

cate the public on vour Doctors,™ Call Joanme at
the office to volunteer for these activities.
Parting words were:

Fear less, Hope more, Whine less, Breath more,
Talk less, say more, Hate less, Love more,
And all good things will be yours. .. . Swedish Proverh 5
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By:

JoANNE THURSTON, CPA

member since

01

Joemnne Thiorston s a consulfant for Federal and
Stare Legislators, government depariments and
subsidiaries. She provides support, accounting, and
tar serviees o nol-for-profit organizations, private
businesses and individuals

5 our popalation continmes to become more
Medicare-eligible (Baby Boomers) the phy-
sician practice will continue to serve this

fypes. of plans your patient may utilize,
65-years of age are eligible for
Medicare. This entitlement is based on their own, or their
spouse’s Social Security contributions, and on payment of
which provides basic coverage for hospital stays and post
hospital nursing facility and home health care. Medicars
medical insurance { Part B) pays the provider a fee for each
specific service. Prescription drug costs are partially cov-
ered under Part D, though this coverage is supplemental

Medicare Part A:

pays only certaim amounts for any one benefit pericd. A
bemefit pertod refers o the time you are treated in a bospital or
skilled vursing facility or some combimation of the two. The
bemefit period beeins the day you enter the bospital or sklled
nursing facility as an mpatient and continoes il yoo have
been ot for 80 consecutive days. In each benefit period the pa-
tient mmast pay the bospital insurance deductible. This deduct-
ible for 2014 is £1 216, If vou are stll inpatient on days S0-00,
vou must pay 5304 per day for 2014, After the 90th day the
payment 15 limited.

N

"

.‘.

furmmnMEltturmmumﬂﬂuhu@ml Part B Medicare

pa}'suﬂh fn[i_pnmnnufphfunansﬁes owpatient hospital
«laboratory work some home heakh care,
'ﬂ:-:waﬂvar}rfawdmgﬁiﬂmedmal
on what is covered and
1 3 are payve'only B0% of Medi-
oved charges for a particnlar servics or treatment. The
ratlent 15 zsible for paying the other 20% . The physician
nmtaﬁtﬂlepanmtupayﬂriﬂ%hﬂmeﬂn:hagesmmh—
putted to Medicare and the Summary Motice 1s received.

The physician submits the charpes to Medicare; Meadicare
issues Summary Notice to state bow much the Medicars Ap-
proved charzes are and bow much the patient is respomsible to
pay. The physician's office meceives the Summary Motice and
invoices the patients for the balance due. Patents may not an-
derstand the hMedicare Summary Motice and therefore not remit
the balance due to the physician. It may take several notices
to the patiert before payment is received The revenus cycle
for Medicare patients may be 20 days or more. Many patients
covered by Medicare are on a fixed income. The thought of
the unknowm - or how moch that 20% amounts to - deders some
from zeeling medical care. A simple ailmemt can, and often
does becomes a major illness becansze of delay in weatment. The
elimimation of the “unkmoam’™ i5 what"s Enown, as the Madicare
Adwantage Plan.

Medicare Part C:

patient. Thizs plan fills gaps in basic hMedicare. With a Medi-
care Advaniaze plan the patient and phyvsician no lonpsr deal
with Medicare directly. These plans may be 2 managed cars or
fes-for-service plan. Before the patient eliminates most of the
“unkncramn” amounts they will be required to pay a co-pay at the
elimimate the need to deal with Medicare proprams and, instead,
allows them to deal with an insurance company. Physicians also
recelve the co-pay at ome of sarvice, which redaces the lag in
pavment for services and the need to invoice the patient.

Medigap:
coverage is available for any one covered under NMedicare.
Medigap comes from the fact that thess insurance policies amre
desigmed to cover the gaps m Medicare dedoctible and the pa-
tient’s 20% responsibility. This policy, also called supplemental
coverage, bas a preminm in addition to the Medicare preminm
These policies are meant to close zaps, not provide separate
medical insarance, as the physician’s reimbursement is handled
patiert.

The fes for the service provided by the physician is the same
whether it is billed under regular Medicare, bledicars Advance
or bedizap. The big difference is when the reimbursement is
received. Time is a cost of money, ﬂmrafure:kaqmnhr}mm—
ceive the fee, the better. Also, the elimination of § mg:.rum
patient is good customer service. {3 E
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“| WOKE UP
THIS MORNING...

and found I'd been sued!”

By: Tim Bone, President
MedMal Direct Insurance Company

frer only four hours of sleep, thanks to an

emergency ool in the might from one of yowr

patients, the alarm rings and you head for

the kitchen to make some strong coffee. On

the breakfast table is yesterday’s mml, and

. it is: a letter from a lmw fom. Fou

opent the envelope and read the first sentemce: “Fou are

hereby notified that Mr. Smith, as Personal Representative

of the Estate of Mrs, Smith, intends to initiate lifigation for
medical negligence Gg@ins Yot .

You have just been notified that you are being sued for
medical malpractice by a law firm you have never heard
of, on behalf of a patient you treated like family, The letter
outlines selected “focts™ and “theories of negligence™ that
paind you as the most uncaring and clinically incompe-
tent doctor on the planet. You tell yourself “this cannaot be
happening!” You feel like throwing something against the
wall. You are not alone.

Ten years ago. as many as 20% of practicing physicians
were imvolved af some stage af a med-mal claim or law-
suit, Though that percentage has now been reduced, as the
ﬁwﬁﬂmhﬁmmmpfqﬁm&mﬁmr
geons has decreased in the last few years, knowing that
bit of data does not help your current attitude toward the
plaintiff (the person bringing the lawsuit on behalf of the
patient) and their lousrer. You are angry, You are in de-
nial. This is mormal. Take a deep breath, exhale slowly,
and survive,

There are manyways inwhich a physician can be brought
into a medical malpractice lawsuit. The above method of
receiving an mnexpected formal Complaint from an atbor-
ney representing the plamtiff is just one, Other ways in
which you may recognize the potential of a lawsnit are (a)
baving a discussion with a disgruntled patient, or (b) re-
ceiving a letter from a “quality comtrol® company asking
for your written explanation of the clinical treatment von
provided. While you should properly resobe perceived
conflicts with your patients and folly comply with formal
quality comirol issues, you should always ask for advice
from your medical malpractice insurance carrier's risk
management department or claims department before yvou
formally respond to the questions posed, There is nothing
wrong with asking for advice; and by doing so you will not
lose vour claims free discount with your insurance carrier
as this is not a “chargeable” claim. After all, this is what
you are paying for! Ctherwise, should vou choose to go-
it-alone, the answers vou provide may come back to haunt
vou at your upcoming deposition. And, ves, there will be a
deposition in your fuotare,

24 scareTs | lar Qriamres 14

Attached to the formal Complaint will be a series of guestions
that will be labeled “Interrogatories.” Again, do not answer
them on vour owmn. Ehﬂyummad—ma]tusmmmuiﬁ,whﬂ
will assign you an med-mal defense attorney. Youa
]uﬂhmnmﬂnbu’ufigrmpmﬂlmghmmmlﬂm

vour litigation team. You are a key element
nfﬂnstaun,h:tmﬂurﬁr}uurhnvﬂaﬂgenfthﬂlawmrfnr
vour experience in managing med-mal claims, You are not here
to be the lawyer; rather, vou are the scientist - and the team
desperately needs your knowledze of the medicine in this case,

It is vour duty to educate them completely, vet in a fashion they
will understand, The word “cardiomyopathy™ is not in their wo-
cabulary. They may think you are expressing empathy abouat a
person who has just ondergone a streomons physical work-out!
Eeep it simple, Be patient,
izing that the coort docket is crammed full with medical mal-
practice cases, you will be told that the next piece of this pozzle
for which vou need to prepare is your deposition. That, we shall
discuss spon. For mow, just remember: when an attorney asks
wou what timee it is, simply tell kim the times, There is no need to
tell him how to build a watch.

And as vou head home from this Litization team mesting, e-
member to not direct vour anger at innocent parties whom love
vou. Yes, being sued is very personal. But vou are the consom-
mate professional, a physician. And despite the attorneys' pos-
furing to gain advantage for their client, vou are traly in control
of vour own actions, You are part of the most honorable profes-
sion in the world, Bather than dwell on this pending lawsuit, re-
member the words of Sir William Osler: “The best preparation
for tomorrow, is to do today's waork superhbly well.”

Think of all the money you could be saving.
Tt's time to examine your current m :
malpractice insurance rates to we WICd idl
bow mudh you could save wih [ }[ I{ ].;"(_1 I'-l—‘
Med¥al Direct. We affer the of
eXac same mm.g!nu ;m" its Batter fo Be Direct
leas than other i . Request

i phialiokt ot g MyMedMal.com
rmymedmal.oom; it's 2 no-beainer. {a55) 5-MEDMAL




FMC R

(ertified Pablic Mocoumtims & Advisan

Prescription fora

Great Banking Relationship

I 366 Powder Sprimgs Street, Marietta, GA 30064
i E- i banking refaticnship with bankers ' www_hawlkinsmoorecubbedge com
M, whiowill get to know you by name, :
- y. understand the needs of your : Proudly serving Cobb physicians for over 40 years.
S practle and ake the inftia e to t
' help you reach your ofect!ves - : #  Business assistance & advice: buy/sell
% kzak no further. : agreements, business structure
L2 Wia can prescribe |ust the right Accounting services
comiEinathon of banking solutions Internal controd planning.
fioryou and yoar practice QuickBooks Pro Advisor

Corporate, Personal & Fiduciary Tax Services
Estate Planning, Executor & Fidudiary Services

Givews a call todayt

::hm ! 8] United

20 Charokas Strest, Marigit

e mn:mmt:,r Bank.
Call: £73.505-3318

) i The Bank That SEFVECE Badle™

Frouchy sorvirg ou reurtorres For cvanted pass, wiih 27 loca by ranaged banks
m s 100 bncriiona in Geawgm, Horth Cecline srd Tennenea.

G 3N e maeery ket L0 tll.{ﬂ'n'l

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please Join Us for an
Informative Seminar

The Future of
Healthcare IT-

Is Your Company
Ready?

BlueWave Headquarters

gt st ey i March 14th, 2014
12-4pm

Register by email to
frazier@bluewavecomputing.com

Call today for your free on-site consultation.

h BlueWave Headquarters or call Deborah Frazier at 678.387.5025
2251 Corporate Plaza Plwy.
BLUFW&\-’ E Smyma, Georgia 30080 We welcome all Healthcare Professionals,

COMPUTING waww_bluewavecomputing.com iOffice Administrators and Physicians to attend.




CCMS

Welcomes our Newest Member

" First Quart(—?l 2014

"'."ff.'.’"fi“fif-'{.i.l-'ﬁ,-.p..... w - There is no requirement
u.-. -|L ollege of Oisteopathic - : . )
o s simao . 10 [iV€ OF practice in
Muonetin, GA o060 . ) 1
s -_f.'.|-_"-..--u_.- | . Cobb County to become a

member of COMS.

Become our

r b ¥
WANT TO
\DVERTISE?
Help build vour business

Member | pummom

2.000 physicians in the

RE (}ISTE“ hjiT: Melro-Atlanta area.

E For more info contact us al:
Www.OOBBLDOUTORS.DRG : st les@humkerdesignea ab.com

/
2nd Quarter 2014 Issue: Emergency Medicine
Call Jor Article Submissions

send articles and inguiries o joanne thurston@eobbdoctors.org

Congratulations Geraldine YWade, VI
Awarded Certification in the subspecialty of Clinical Informatics.
Clinical Informatics offered the first examination for certification
i October of zo15. D YWade was in the first group of physicians to
take the exam. Clinical Informatics certification is offered through
Ihe American Board of Preventive Medicine,
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veinYclinics

ofF Americao.

Marietta
Chad Aleman. M.O.

711 Ganton Road i
Do veinclinics.com

Maristta, GA 30060 (B55) 941-VEIN (8346)
Accepting New Patients

ImmEmnce oovers mast peoceduns.

Alpharetia Atlanta Lawrencevilla Sandy Springs
Todd B. Greer, M.D. Arthur M. James, M_D. James Y : Chrizte
3440 Preston Ridgs Road 264 1 gt b 771 00d N Road 1100
Suita 410 g 340
Alpharetta, GA 300035 Atlanta, 0383 Lawrsncevile, GA 30046

@ 2014 Vs Clnica of Amadicn, Inc, A ogive asryed. VOA D202 AEY, 1714

Ol hispomalion o Coewigta’s Mgl st icspreomali
prndi:-.q:nl:iﬁngin:

5p:|r|:l Fmdicirm Focd & Ankls Eurgln'
hh?ﬁlpl:ﬂunlrd‘ Gwnaral m:pu-l&l
Black: & Bock: Surgary Mo Bty

Fhoulder & Elbow Surgery Arfhroscopic Surgery

ALISTELL CHASTAIM
Futa 100 Esnnasow, (G4 30144
Ao, GA, 0106 (7704 4218006
{7700 944-1 1O
e, ARy e TR 61 Whkitcher Siraat 3698 Largant Way
~ - ) el e SR il - Fuite 1100 Sude 103
RESTORE YOUR HEALTH. ENERGIZE YOURIFE AGET.BACK IN MOTION. SEGHID S e e
{770] 432-3200 {678} 3642882

B RESURGENS™

” 8| ORTHOPAEDICS
RESURGENIZE!

resurgens.com




A healtlly practiee begins
with healtlly finances.

In the right hands, your practice’s financial health can thrive. At Bank of North
Georgia, a division of Synovus Bank, we offer the expertise and insight you
need to help your practice grow healthier and stronger every day. Right here in
Cobb, yvou'll find flexible products and services that solve all of your financial
needs, along with professionals that are as dedicated to finances as you are to
medicine. Visit our Medical Banking Specialist today to learn more and
discover the bank that's just what the doctor ordered.

! |
Contact our Medical Banking Specialists #
Judson Langley (770) £22-4567
Amands Smith (770) 514-6816 Bank of Horth m
www.bankofnorthgeorgia.com i S?M:f.".‘iﬁm FoIE

Bank of Morth Geargla & & disislon of Bvnrius Bank. Bveosus Baak, Mambar FOOC, Is charioiad In tha stahe of Geargle and operafes under malipks rada
anes wonss the seeticasi. Didglona of Synowes Bask ams not separatsly FOIC-Siswad banis. The FOIC ooverips axdended fo dapos ousiomars In fhat
LENGEM of oA Ipsured bank



World-class Cardiac Services

Right here in Georgia

Why do people from across the state — and across the nation -
come to WellStar Health Systern for cardiac care and surgery?

* Top-Tier 3-5tar Rating by the Society of Thoracic Surgeons.
Only the top 13% of hospitals in the nation are awarded this distinction.

* WellStar Cobb, Douglas and Kennestone Hospitals are all accredited by
the Society of Chest Pain Centers, a recognition for facilities that quickhy
diagnose cardiac patients, begin treatment within minutes and significantly
irmprove the chance of a positive outcome.

* A cardiac surgery program that specializes in innovative, cutting-edge
procedures like the minimally invasive Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement
(Well5tar Kennestonse Hospital is the first non-academic facility in the state

to perform the procedurs).

# A women's heart program designed by Well5tar's female cardiclogists
to address the unique genderspecific cardiac needs of women,

* An outpatient hospital-based Heart Failure Clinic where patients can be ssen
when experiencing heart failure symptoms, potentially aveiding the ER and
hospitalization.

For a physician referral, WEI_I_SThR.

call 770-956-STAR (7827). - Cardiac Network

Heart Screenings available in Acworth, Austell, L0 : S14C
- 00 7149

Canton, Douglasville, Hiram, Marietta & Woodstock. :
Call 770-954-5TAR (7827) for more information. per individual : per couple

wellstarorg




